


From the comfort of our homes we gather to worship. 
Whether through printed word,  
or through the gift of technology 
we are a community. 
 
Here we seek connection to the Divine. 
 
Gather around, 
you are welcome here, 
and you will hear Good News. 
 
In a world 
where there are so many 
discouraging and negative voices 
 
it is the God of encouragement 
who will speak to you today. 
The God of Jesus Christ. 
 
So come, relax, 
let your tiredness roll away. 
Lift up your hearts, and listen. 
 

Hymn—Come thou long expected Jesus 
 

Confession 
 
In silence before God we confess our sins. 
Silence 
Heavenly Father, 
you call us to repent of our sins: 
soften our proud and stubborn hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
you declared the forgiveness of God: 
teach us to forgive one another. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Holy Spirit, 
you search our hearts and show us the 



truth: 
direct us in your way of righteousness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution 
 
God for whom we wait and watch, 
through this worship we celebrate. 
Cleanse us of our sins 
so that we may come to share your eternal banquet; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-end 

 
Canticle—A Song of the Wilderness 
 
Lift up your voice with strength, 
O herald of good tidings. 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  ♦ 
the desert shall blossom and burst into song. 
 
They shall see the glory of the Lord,  ♦ 
the majesty of our God. 
 
Strengthen the weary hands,  ♦ 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
 
Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, 
your God is coming with judgement,  ♦ 
coming with judgement to save you.’ 
 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  ♦ 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 
Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  ♦ 
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 
 
 
 



For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  ♦ 
and streams in the desert; 
 
The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  ♦ 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
 
Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  ♦ 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Isaiah 35.1,2b-4a,4c-6,10 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Lift up your voice with strength, 
O herald of good tidings. 
 

Reading—Isaiah 40: 1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Responsory  
 
My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 
in your word is my hope. 
My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 
in your word is my hope. 
 
There is forgiveness with you, 
so that you shall be feared. 
In your word is my hope. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 
in your word is my hope. 

from Psalm 130 



Gospel Canticle -The Magnificat (The Song of Mary)   
 
You have done great things, O God, 
and holy is your name. 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;   
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed;   
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 
 
 
He has mercy on those who fear him,   
from generation to generation. 
 
He has shown strength with his arm   
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones   
and lifting up the lowly. 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things   
and sent the rich away empty. 
 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,   
to remember his promise of mercy, 
 
The promise made to our ancestors,   
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
You have done great things, O God, 
and holy is your name. 
 
 

Reading—Mark 1: 1-8 

 

 



Prayers 
 
This response may be used  
 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 

Collect for Advent 1 
 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
 to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

Collect: Aid against all perils 
 
Lighten our darkness, 
Lord, we pray, 
and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night, 
for the love of your only Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.  
 

Hymn—Lo he comes with clouds descending 
 

The Conclusion 
 
God sends you from here 
with every spiritual gift you need! 
He will keep you strong to the end 
so that you will be free from all blame 
on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 
God will do this, 
for he is faithful to do what he says! 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
give you grace and peace! 
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