
Vicarõs Musings 
 
Well this week has been full of Zoom meetings and a lot of conversations 
about the Church and the permissions given, which everyday seem to 
change or be tweaked (not usually I might add giving clarification but more 
confusion) about opening up for private prayer. 
 
I will stress now that our churchwardens  have attended Zoom meetings on 
this as well and having spoken to all 6 churchwardens we are in agreement 
that we should not open this week as we donôt feel we can do so safely.  We 
are however attempting to find ways we can do this and hope to open soon 
once weôve found ways to deep clean (can you imagine how filthy the 
churches are having been closed since 23rd March and no one allowed in to 
clean them?) and also make a safe  space to pray.   
 
We do welcome the government's allowing us to open our buildings however 
once weôve read and gone through the risk assessments we find that over 
70ôs cannot be asked to help (which are the majority of our congregation's). 
 
There are many questions: 
 
How we supervise the opening of the churches once they are and also clean 
them between people praying for their safety? 
 
How many people we can allow into each building at one time will differ due 
to their sizes and aisles all being different?   
 
What we need to remove, or move to make sure people donôt touch hymn 
books etc or go in the children's corner at this time? 
 
Do we have a gap of 72 hours between openings at first because that means 
less deep cleaning? (a lot of churches are going down this route when they 
open). 
 



How can we work as a benefice and also with the other churches in 
Broadwayðcan we stagger the 72 hours so we can offer a place to pray 
everyday and keep within the guidelines of all the denominations and 
the government? 
 
Who can we ask to help us if most of the congregation are over 70 and 
we can ask or even allow them to help us (even though we know some 
would willingly help us!) 
 
Can we get the sanitizer products we need? 
 
Do we put tape everywhere as suggested or can we come up with a 
method that highlights 2 meter distancing and the way through the 
church? 
 
Can we open another exit to create a one way systemðwhich is the 
preferred option? 
 
These are just some of the questions we are asking and dealing with. 
 
Also now that once a church is open we can use them for immediate 
family for funerals but with no hymns, verger or organistðhow would 
this be safe with just the Priest / Minister present for the funeral and how 
could  we steward that? 
 
It is I'm sure you would agree rather complex and Iôm sure many people 
will either disagree with our answers at this time that we canôt safely 
open yet or be disappointed.  We are sorry for that but safety for 
everyone is important. 
 
To this end Iôve been thinking about how we can meet together 
corporately and Zoom seems to be the answer. 
 
On Thursday we used to meet for Coffee Club in Number 32ðhow 
would you like to join me for a coffee (of beverage of your choosing) on 
zoom? 
 

Topic: St Michael's Church Coffee Club Zoom Meeting  

Time: Jun 18, 2020 10:30 AM  

 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78331621559?

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78331621559?pwd=NUJXVFgxR1R1UmI4bmRIbithRTRPdz09


pwd=NUJXVFgxR1R1UmI4bmRIbithRTRPdz09  

 

Meeting ID: 783 3162 1559  

Password: 0sQrjm  
For those of you who are new to Zoom, please find below some extra 
instructions that may help you. 

  
Register for a óZoomô account.   
 
1.  In advance of the meeting go to www.zoom.us and enter your email 
address (at the left hand side of the web page) 
 
2.  Press the orange button ósign up for freeô.   
 
3.  Confirm that this is your email address by pressing the blue button. 
 
4.  Press the orange óconfirmô button. 
 
5.  You will then receive an email from Zoom asking you to confirm your 

account.  Click the blue óconfirm accountô button. 
 
6.  You will then be asked to input your name and create a password for 

your account.   
 
7.  You are now set up and ready to attend your first Zoom conference. 
 
8.  On the day of your conference please go to www.zoom.us and sign in 
 to your account. 
 
9.  Click óJoin a Meetingô button on the top right hand side of the screen. 
 
10. Type or copy and paste the Meeting ID number below into the box 

and click óJoinô 
 

 Meeting ID: 783 3162 1559  

 Password: 0sQrjm  
  
11.  Click óJoin with computer audioô.  Hint: Ensure that your volume is 

turned up and your camera is turned on. 
 
12.  It is possible to mute / un-mute yourself using the buttons at the 

bottom left of your screen.  This is also where it is possible to turn 
your video on and off.   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/78331621559?pwd=NUJXVFgxR1R1UmI4bmRIbithRTRPdz09
http://www.zoom.us/
http://www.zoom.us/


I hope people will join me and if we manage to do this weôre hoping we 
can expand zoom to Evening prayer on Sunday evenings starting from 
the first of July.  I hope this coffee club which you can drop in and out of 
will be an opportunity for those either not used to Zoom or even for those 
who are to become more comfortable with it in an informal setting before 
we try praying. 
 
If there are a lot of us I can try to for a óbreak away groupô ( I had my first 
experience of one of these this week) to make chatting easier as Zoom 
works best when one person speaks at a time. Basically they create 
small groups for 10 mins approximately. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Across on the other page is a picture of Archbishop John Sentamu with 
his wife Margaret and daughter Grace.  They all joined the Archbishop 
for his final service last weekðif you didnôt see the service it was 
recorded and is still on the Church of England Facebook Page. 
 
A prayer used this week at the Clergy gathering on Zoom: 
 
 

Watch, O Lord (St Augustine)  
 

Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep 

tonight, and give Your angels and saints charge over those 

who sleep.  

Tend Your sick ones, O Lord Christ.  

Rest Your weary ones.  

Bless Your dying ones.  

Soothe Your suffering ones.  

Pity Your afflicted ones.  

Shield Your joyous ones, and all for Your love's sake. Amen.  

 

 
Please stay safe as we come slowly out of 
lockdown  

 

Shellie 
 








