
Vicarõs Musings 
 
Itôs been an interesting week at the vicarage this weekðour cat Bella needed 
to be spayed because she was on heat and never seemed to be off heat poor 
thing.  Now Bella never did like being held but now she loves it and has 
become a permanent fixture either on one of our laps or curled around our 
necks. 
 
Pets bring and give so much to us when we need a hug or someone to listen to 
and I love the humour at the moment going around about what our pets would 
say or do if they could speak to us.  Iôm sure many of us think they understand 
us and others disagree.  Now it doesnôt matter whether you are a dog or cat 
lover in this household  - my slogan has always been love me love my pet!  
When I met James I had a Labrador called Poppy who whenever she saw 
water would rush to swim in it and when we met on a date by a canal she had 
to be rescued by James as she couldnôt get out of the canal! ðsurprisingly 
Rosie is the total opposite and hates getting wet!  ( I wonder what would have 
happened if Iôd met James with Rosie and not Poppyðthings could be so 
different!) 
 
Iôve been thinking about how circumstances change us and what we go 
throughða lot of people are desperate to óget back to normalô whatever normal 
may be.  Iôve always had a problem with the word ónormalô because it always 
depends on your perspectiveðmy sister was profoundly disabled and her 
normal wasnôt mine and people would say she wasnôt ónormalô - but that leads 
me back to what is normal? 
 
If normal is rushing around and not having the time to talk to people and getting 
stressed and putting money firstðis that a normal we really want to rush back 
to? 
 
What parts of this enforced isolation would you wish to keep? 
 



Are there any parts youôd wish to keep? 
 
What parts of church life have we been surprised we can do without or 
are desperate to get back to? And why? 
 
I find there are more and more questions to be raised when we are 
released than there are answers at the moment. 
 
Iôm going to leave you with a poem I was shown by my mother when 
she worked in a school for people with disabilities.  It was written by a 
child there expressing how what we do and say impacts on them and 
how it makes them feel.  How many others whether or not they are 
disabled feel unheard and ill-equipped in our society?  Do we really 
want to rush back to a world like that? 
 

Labelled Disabled  
 

I live in a body labelled: ôhandicappedõ 

stunted legs and arms askew  

I live in a body I wouldnõt have chosen 

but then few of us do.  

  

People say Iõm brave 

as though bravery were a choice  

I learned early not to scream  

for mine is an unheard voice  

  

The world is competitive  

and Iõm ill-equipped to compete  

but Iõm no less a person 

because Iõm not complete 

  

I live in a body labelled: ôsecond rateõ 

but  I feel second to none  

when society knows the difference  

then my battle is won.     

 

by Anonymous.  



The funeral service for David Folkes  
takes place Saturday 16th May 2020. 

 

There is to be a procession through Broadway starting at St Michaelôs Church, 
Broadway 11.20am and up Broadway High Street.  The hearse will then drive 
down Leamington Road and onto The Vale Crematorium for a 12pm service. 
 

Please remember if you are on the High Street  
to maintain 2m social distancing. 

 

You can find an order of service attached with this mailing and musings. 
 

You can also watch over webcast here: www.obitus.com 
 

Username: the8854 
 

Password: 461811 
 

Service viewing time: 11:56am ï 1:05pm 
 

Please note: People will be able to login to Obitus website at any time to view a 
Test Webcast which is recommend that they do in plenty of time before the 
service, during the service window they will be automatically redirected to the 
Live Webcast of the service. 
 

Once the viewing window has passed the Live Webcast will then automatically 
close and a message will appear saying ñThis funeral service has now 
finishedò. Obitus will aim to get the watch again Webcast back online on Friday 
22nd May, where it will be available to view until Monday 20th July using the 
same Login Information. 
 

Our thanks to Merstow Green Funeral Home for helping to organise this. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Gill, Caroline and Christine and the family. 

http://www.obitus.com/
http://www.merstowgreen.co.uk/




Investigation launched after Sheffield Cathedral 

'targeted' in arson attack  
 

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/crime/investigation-launched-after-sheffield-
cathedral-targeted-arson-attack-2854221 
 

by Steve Jones 
 

Police have launched an investigation after a suspected arson 

attack on the oldest building in Sheffield following a break -in. 
 

Fire crews were called to Sheffield Cathedral on Church Street at around 6pm 
on Thursday after a 40-year-old woman allegedly set fire to the Domino Hall 
after smashing a window to gain entrance. 
 

The suspect, from Sheffield, was arrested close to the scene on suspicion of 
arson and burglary after police arrived at around 6.30pm. She remains in 
custody today (May 15). Police confirmed nobody was injured in the incident.  
 

Firefighters wearing breathing apparatus took around 40 minutes to extinguish 
the blaze and prevent it spreading further. They remained on the scene to clear 
smoke from the building until around 10pm. The fire service is now assisting 
police with their investigation. 
 

Sheffield Cathedral is one of only five Grade I Listed Building in the city. The 
Domino Hall is the largest room in the 900-year-old building and is used as an 
event space for up to 150 people.  
 

Reverend Keith Farrow from Sheffield Cathedral said: ñThe fire started in the 
Domino Hall and it doesnôt look like thereôs been huge, extensive damage. 
ñThereôs been quite a lot of smoke and smoke damage in that area.ò 
 

The Cathedral is currently closed to the public because of coronavirus but the 
Cathedral Archer Project, which is based at the rear of the building on Campo 
lane, has remained open throughout lockdown. 
 

The Cathedral Archer Project works with homeless and vulnerable people in 
Sheffield to help them find ways out of homelessness and exclusion. Last month 
it put out an emergency appeal for donations to allow them to continue their 
work. 
 

Reverend Farrow added: ñEveryone seems to be safe, nobody is injured. But 
clearly itôs affected the very heart of the Cathedral Archer Project. 
 

ñWe want to pray for the work that might be affected in the Cathedral Archer 
Project at this particularly difficult time.ò 
 

The cost of the damage is not yet known. The Star has contacted the Cathedral 
Archer Project for comment. 
 

A spokesperson for South Yorkshire Police said: ñAn investigation is underway 
after a suspected arson attack at Sheffield cathedral last night (May 14).  
 

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/crime/investigation-launched-after-sheffield-cathedral-targeted-arson-attack-2854221#


ñItôs understood that someone had gained access to the cathedral through 
breaking a window, and set fire to one of the rooms.  
 

ñA 40-year-old woman from Sheffield was arrested nearby on suspicion of arson 
and burglary. She remains in police custody. 
 

"Nobody was injured in the incident." 
 

A South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue spokesperson added: ñFirefighters from 
Central and Rivelin were called to a fire at the Sheffield Cathedral, on Church 
Street in the city centre, at 6pm yesterday (May 14). 
 

ñUpon arrival they found smoke issuing from a community room that is 
connected to the cathedral. Breathing apparatus wearers immediately gained 
access and had extinguished the fire itself by 6.41pm ï preventing any further 
spread. 
 

ñThe crews remained on scene for some time after the fire was out clearing 
smoke from the building. There are no reports of any injuries and firefighters 
eventually left the scene at around 10pm. 
 

ñA joint investigation between the police and fire service is now underway.ò 

 
BBC website ðhttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-52673913 
 

Sheffield Cathedral has been damaged in a suspected arson attack. 
 

The fire broke out on Thursday night in a part of the building used by the 
Cathedral Archer Project homelessness charity. 
 

A cathedral spokesperson said no-one was hurt and the extent of the damage 
was not yet known although it is thought a window was broken to gain entry. 
 

A 40-year-old woman has been arrested on suspicion of arson and burglary. 
The charity said it was a "huge blow" because it delivers meals to people in 
need. 
 

It said in the current pandemic it had been delivering more than 180 meals 
daily. 
 

The charity said it was hoping to resume work "as soon as is safe and possible 
to do so". 
 

The Very Reverend Peter Bradley, Dean of Sheffield Cathedral, said: "It really 
feels like an attack on some of the poorest people in our community. 
 

"The Archer project is open every day and we are going to try and keep it open 
from next week. It has never been more important at helping people get through 
this crisis." 
 

More than Ã200 has so far been donated by people to help the centre get back 
up and running. 





We Canõt Go Backéto Being In Control  
by the Very Revd Dr David Ison, Dean of St Paulõs, Member of General 

Synod and Vice -Chair of the Ozanne Foundation   
 
https://
viamedia.news/2020/05/08/we-
cant-go-back-to-being-in-control/ 
 
Posted on May 8, 2020 by 
Jayne Ozanne  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you old enough to remember this? 
 

A woman is kneeling on the kitchen floor caressing her new fan oven in her 
lovely large kitchen, while the birthday party behind her descends into chaos 
abetted by a greedy dog and a very messy set of childrenôs menu choices. As 
half the table collapses and spills the carefully prepared food onto the floor, she 
simply turns away from it all and sighs sweetly,  óDonôt you just love being in 
control?ô while making a thumbs-up sign ï and a blue flame bursts weirdly out 
of the top of her thumb. 
 

The thirty-year old advert was for a well-known British gas company. The 
presumption behind the marketing was that we all want to be in control of our 
lives, and we will pay good money for it. The underlying (unintended?) message 
was that our ability to control life is very limited, and weôre only a short step 
away from the chaos around us which we prefer to pretend isnôt happening. 
 

People with resources ï and that probably includes the readers of this blog, 
because we have access to the internet ï may know in theory that we canôt 
control everything, but that doesnôt stop us trying most of the time to live as 
though we could manage our way through life.  Our phoneôs map app that takes 
us (and hundreds of other drivers) down a quiet road to avoid a traffic hold-up; 
the carefully planned holiday and child care; the good insurance cover and 
sufficient savings, and even the spiritual assurance of eternal life, will all see us 
through. 
 

Till when? Till the unprepared-for comes along, whether a coronavirus or 
another disease or a relationship breakdown or the loss of income or a natural 
disaster or terrorism or the combination of Greta Thunberg and David 
Attenborough speaking out about the environment ï and we realise that weôre 
not in control in the way that we thought we were. 
 

But not being in control is the everyday experience of nearly all of humanity, 

https://viamedia.news/2020/05/08/we-cant-go-back-to-being-in-control/
https://viamedia.news/2020/05/08/we-cant-go-back-to-being-in-control/
https://viamedia.news/author/jayneozanne/


past and present. A farmer friend of mine said to me many years ago with 
reference to food supplies, óWeôre only three days away from anarchy.ô Chronic 
insecurity has always been our human lot, and history teaches us that the pride 
of those in control always goes before their fall. 
 

The United Nations estimates that 8% of the worldôs population could be pushed 
into destitution by the end of this year, largely because of the pandemic. Itôs not 
only because of the direct effects of the disease, which the International Rescue 
Committee fears could kill several million people in countries with poor health 
systems and large numbers of vulnerable refugees. Itôs also the effect of the 
collapse of distribution systems and export markets.  
 

From flower growers in Ethiopia to Bangladeshi garment makers, the 
International Labour Organisation has warned that over 1.5 billion people are in 
danger of losing their livelihoods, and therefore food and security for their 
families. All through no fault of their own. 
 

COVID-19 as an immediate issue is reminding our society of how vulnerable we 
all are: not only those who live in the UK, but all of us across the world, bound 
together in complete dependence on one another. This pandemic is a shared 
global experience which invites us all to face the unsustainability of the worldôs 
complex systems of control, which the global warming crisis underlies; and itôs a 
challenge to change, to do something about it. 
 

The key to this is relationship. From a Christian perspective, everything depends 
upon relationship with God, the maker and redeemer of all. The love of God 
seen in Jesus Christ draws us into relationship with God as our Father and Lord, 
and changes ï or should change ï our perspective, from us being in control of 
our own life to living for the sake of God and others. 
 

If God has made the world and it is good, then we must care for it. Not only for 
its own sake, but also to enable it to sustain the lives of ourselves and every 
other person God has made and loves. And if God has made us, and sent Jesus 
to suffer and die (and so letting go of control), and Jesus has been raised not to 
exercise power over others but to be good news for each and all of us, then we 
must care for one another and not make use of or forget anyone. 
 

The pandemic reminds us that our lives are fragile and valuable, all of them. And 
also that, whatever hopes we might have had for the future, and the sorrow we 
feel when those we love die or when facing our own death, what matters at the 
end isnôt being in control, but being in relationship: held in love, in life and in 
death. 
 

óDonôt you just love being in control?ô 
 

Yes, we do! 
 

But we need the burning love of God above all, and thereby love for our 
neighbours as ourselves. Which means being those who live in love ï and not 
being those who have to control our lives or the lives of others. 
 

So letôs get over it, and get on with it! 



We Canõt Go Backé 

to Being Focused on Our Own  Significance  
by the Very Revd Nicholas Henshall, Dean of Chelmsford  

Posted on May 15, 2020 by Jayne Ozanne  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛŀƳŜŘƛŀΦƴŜǿǎκнлнлκлрκмрκǿŜ-Ŏŀƴǘ-Ǝƻ-ōŀŎƪ-ǘƻ-ōŜƛƴƎ-ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ-ƻƴ-ƻǳǊ-ƻǿƴ-

ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜκ 

ñélet me be employed for you or laid aside for youò ï John Wesley. 
 
John Wesleyôs covenant prayer is one of the finest pieces of Christian writing 
in English. And one of the most devastating. I do not want to be ñlaid asideò, 
even for God. I do not want to confront the vulnerabilities that this might 
reveal. Like Bob the Builder, my life is built around agency, the capacity to act. 
ñCan we do it? Yes! We can!ò 
 
So, the experience of exile ï from our church buildings, our normal patterns, 
our capacity ï is a fascinating and unsettling journey, an unusual Easter 
season of fasting. Even as the different elements are changing, I am keenly 
aware that we are journeying towards an unknown future. Kierkegaardôs great 
line ñwe have to live life forwards but only understand it backwardsò (which I 
am sure he said in far more elegant Danish) illustrates something important 
about the unknowability of the destination. This should be familiar territory ï 
we pray daily ñThy kingdom comeéò with little idea what the kingdom is going 
to look like. 
Reflecting on the last two months there are many things I have learned. I am 
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