Vicar’s Musings
This past week we’ve been following ‘Thy Kingdom come’ from Ascension to
Pentecost (which is this Sunday). Each few years they produce a hymn for the
year and this years is below:

Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come – Lord teach us how to pray
For all to know your joy, your peace and love
And know your friendship each and every day
The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove
Thy Kingdom Come – Christ’s prayer to make us one
That all may know the Father sent the Son
To celebrate the victory He has won
In love and grace we pray: ‘thy will be done’
Thy Kingdom Come – we pray for those we know
To turn and follow you for all their days
and in your love find peace and service grow
Our one desire and hope your highest praise
Thy Kingdom Come – transform our human ways
Our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care
Nations renewed, in giving thanks and praise
To see God’s Kingdom come: this is our prayer
Thy Kingdom Come – we praise your Holy name
Your sacrifice and rising sets us free
That by our words and lives we may proclaim
By Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory!
CCLI Song No 7150052
Words: Neil Hamilton Thompson, Chris Russell, Emma Buchan, Harvey Jessop
Music: Woodlands (Walter Greatorex)
©2020 Neil Hamilton Thompson, Chris Russell, Emma Buchan, Harvey Jessop

“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the
renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby
"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will
be my witnesses …to the ends of the earth. When he had said this…he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight…Then they returned to
Jerusalem … and were constantly devoting themselves to prayer… When the
day of Pentecost had come they were all together in one place... All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit... and that day about three thousand persons
were added."
Acts 1, 2
This year we have been encouraged not to just pray that friends and family,
colleagues and neighbours might encounter the love of God in Christ, but that
they would experience that love in action. Thy Kingdom Come have called this
‘Prayer and Care’ – care for those you are praying for, pray for those you are
caring for. Of course, all churches are doing this as a daily reality, especially
with all the needs around us. There are many ways this could happen; by care,
by contact, by service – but serving as Christ serves.
I’m sure we’re all doing all we can. Music for me is a way of praying and
another new song by EMU based at St Ebbe’s Church in Oxford have written
the hymn below. Our WhatsApp church group gave good feedback about it
when they heard it. I think it speaks to us in the situation were in as the world
feels broken. Jesus came and bore our sins on the cross and the Holy Spirit is
with us now. If you are able to go to youtube it is worth hearing.

Hymn of the Saviour
From the chaos of darkness, your word shaped the earth
in your image a people made
But we traded perfection, the truth for a lie
and your glory was veiled in shame
But a promise made, a blessing you gave,
to a people of your name
For this broken world, a Saviour foretold
to bear all our grief and pain
When the heavenly Saviour, descended his throne
all my sin on his shoulders laid
and to win our redemption, he suffered and died
For the sake of my guilt and shame
oh the price he paid in taking my place
so that death was overcome
When the King of love, burst forth from the grave
proclaiming the victory won

At the end of the ages, the world passed away
I will gaze on my Saviour’s face
When my heart is perfected, and free from my sin
I will rest in your glorious grace
For the song we raise, the works of our hands
are in service of the King
When a thousand tongues cry, ’Glory to God’
forever his praise we’ll sing
© 2019 Alanna Glover and Philip Percival
https://emumusic.com/products/hymn-of-the-saviour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnX6XEDglH4&list=RDpnX6XEDglH4&start_radio=1

The church has in it’s own way changed and all around the world people are
writing beautiful liturgies and prayers to help us worship God. Sometimes it’s
hard to find your own words, other times it seems so easy the words flow.
Prayer is one thing more people are turning to. Whilst our online offerings are
only reaching 70% of our normal congregations our patrons have said today
that numbers show that 50% of the people watching or engaging with the
church online are new. Whilst we don’t want to loose contact with any of our
regular worshippers it is encouraging that we are finding new people turning
to pray and engaging with us.
I find it heartening that people are finding the church online and joining us.
I’ve also heard that people seem to like being able to worship at a time that
suits them—which you are also able to do online. So whilst there has been
enforced changes that some of us would maybe not have thought a good
idea—it does seem to have opened doors to new possibilities of how we may
worship and engage with each other in the future—taking the good from both
hopefully and being church for different people in many ways.
Praying at times of crisis, coming together as communities and people of faith
is hugely important and we can’t forget that although lockdown seems to be
being released for some of us, for others it is a frightening time due to their
health and they are still in lockdown. Also for some it is frightening due to
their mental health or just fears that we’re being released too early. I hope we
remember to include everyone in our prayers. I’m always conscious that
funeral directors are missed out on lists of key workers—I’m never sure if its
because of the job they do (and we don’t wish to be reminded about death) or
if we just forget! Please do include them in your prayers as they also have had
a busy time and still are.
There are many prayers but one that seems to cover a lot is on the next
page….

A Prayer During the Time of Covid-19
Here’s a prayer of intercession during the 2020 coronavirus pandemic. It was
written by the Right Reverend Richard Bott, Moderator of the United Church of
Canada.

Prayer for Others during Pandemic
In this time of COVID-19, we pray:
When we aren't sure, God,
help us be calm;
when information comes
from all sides, correct and not,
help us to discern;
when fear makes it hard to breathe,
and anxiety seems to be the order of the day,
slow us down, God;
help us to reach out with our hearts,
when we can't touch with our hands;
help us to be socially connected,
when we have to be socially distant;
help us to love as perfectly as we can,
knowing that "perfect love casts out all fear."
For the doctors, we pray,
for the nurses, we pray,
for the technicians and the janitors and the
aides and the caregivers, we pray,
for the researchers and theorists,
the epidemiologists and investigators,
for those who are sick,
and those who are grieving, we pray,
for all who are affected,
all around the world...
we pray
for safety,
for health,
for wholeness.
May we feed the hungry,
give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked and house those without homes;
may we walk with those who feel they are alone,
and may we do all that we can to heal
the sick—
in spite of the epidemic,
in spite of the fear.

Help us, O God,
that we might help each other.
In the love of the Creator,
in the name of the Healer,
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all,
we pray.
May it be so.
~ written by the Right Rev. Richard Bott. Posted on the United Church of Canada website.
https://www.united-church.ca/prayers/prayer-during-times-covid-19

Please do stay safe
Shellie

Prayer Booklet
Prayer Booklet for June
https://shelliem.wordpress.com/2020/05/30/june-prayer-booklet/

This prayer booklet is for people unable to attend a funeral
https://shelliem.wordpress.com/2020/03/29/prayer-booklet-forthose-unable-to-attend-a-funeral/

Go to church this Sunday (virtually)
You can watch (and rewatch) the Church of England’s virtual Sunday
services:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
Radio 3—Choral Evensong 3pm
Radio 4—Morning worship 8am
BBC radio—Hereford and Worcester—8am
Broadway Coronavirus Support Network

There is a group of people who have formed a group with many
volunteers—The Broadway Coronavirus Support Network—
https://www.facebook.com/broadwaycoronasupportnetwork
This is updated regularly on Facebook.
(UPDATED 7pm SAT 21/03) To all residents in the Parish of Broadway
We are so far a very small group of villagers working together with the Parish
Council as we would like to provide help to our fellow residents during the
current Coronavirus pandemic.
We are in the process of setting this page and network up so please bear with
us whilst we pull together the relevant parties to assist.
This FREE service is available to residents within the Parish of Broadway
who are self-isolating, vulnerable or have underlying health issues that
prevent them from going to public places.
Please contact us if you require assistance with local shopping, prescription
collections, posting letters or anything else you are struggling with, or if you
would simply like a friendly chat over the phone:
Contact:
Tel: Revd Michelle (Shellie)Ward - 07780002565.
E-mail: broadwayvillagenetwork@gmail.com
One of our coordinators will then put you in touch with a helper who lives near
to you.
*PLEASE NOTE - we will also aim to provide all of the details on leaflets and
posters so that those who do not use online services can easily access the
same help.
Please do not feel isolated or that you shouldn’t be asking for help. We are all
here for each other during this difficult time! Your contact details will only be
shared with your designated Broadway Helper. We won’t keep records, or
publicise your details or ask you for money.
This free service will be available until the British government / W.H.O. has
declared that the pandemic is no longer a threat.
*PLEASE NOTE
** We cannot provide medical advice / assistance or lifts to medical
appointments or elsewhere. If you require this type of help please contact
Cotswold Friends, a local charity:
Telephone 01608 651415 info@cotswoldsfriends.org

We will aim to work with our local stores provide delivery services.
The following Broadway businesses offer local delivery, and you can place
your orders over the phone and pay with your bank card: We will add to this
list as we go;
** If you need a volunteer to pick up a few urgent essentials for you from the

local shops please ensure you have some cash at home or a cheque book.
All cash should be placed in an envelope.
We’re here to help!

Other Useful Information
found on Facebook or other places online

Barn Close Surgery
5th May 2020
Barn close Surgery remains affected by the current lockdown. We are
operating as a "Blue" site for telephone and video consultations. Please
ensure that we have your latest mobile telephone numbers to enable video
consultations.
We are also an Amber zone for face to face consultations for non
respiratory or cardiac conditions. Appointments are limited due to the need
for reducing face to face consultations and social distancing requirements. If
it is felt that you would benefit from a face to face consultation we will give
you strict instructions.
Our Red zone is operating at De Montfort medical centre in Evesham. We
will advise you whether you need to attend the Red zone on the basis of
your presenting condition.
8th May 2020 Bank Holiday. The surgery is closed for "normal" business
and you will be unable to collect medication that you have ordered.
If you require urgent care that cannot wait until the surgery is next open,
then please call the surgery and listen to the instructions.
Thankyou again for all your patience and kind will at this difficult time.
www.barnclose.co.uk

Information from the Diocese
Live Streaming of services
You can follow the links to these churches online via the diocesan page: https://
www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/2020/03/16/coronavirus-latest-information/
I have chosen, for now, to offer a WhatsApp group where we can pray, share
and communicate as a benefice—if you wish to join the group please send me
your mobile number and download the app. There is always the prayer booklet
on our churches website and a hard copy is in church.
The following churches will be live streaming. Please do point people to these if
you're not able to stream worship yourself.
Worcester Cathedral will be streaming their 8.30am service each morning on
the Cathedral Facebook page. (From Sunday 22 March)
All Saints in Worcester are streaming 11am morning prayer and 10pm
Compline as well as a Sunday service at 10.30am on YouTube.
Holy Trinity Church, Old Hill will be streaming their Sunday service at
10.45am on You Tube.
Malvern Link with Cowleigh parish will be streaming a 9.45am Eucharist and
11.15am Contemporary Worship on Sundays on their Facebook page.
Christ Church, Lye will be streaming prayers and a sermon at 11am on
Sunday morning on their Facebook page.
East Vale and Avon benefice are putting together a series of online services
which can be accessed through their website.
Holy Trinity & St Matthew, Ronkswood, Worcester will be live streaming
worship via Zoom on Sunday at 10am and 6pm. Details about how to join in
are on the parish website.
St Mary, Old Swinford, Stourbridge is live streaming services on Thursdays at
10.30am and Sunday at 10am. More details on the parish website
St Peter, Cradley is live streaming daily morning prayer at 8.30am and
Compline in the late afternoon through their Facebook page
Hagley and Clent are offering Sunday worship at 10.30am via Zoom and all are
welcome to join them. Contact the Rector, Richard Newton for more details.

Morning Prayer from Worcester Cathedral
Watch Morning Prayer from Worcester Cathedral. This is one way in which we
are linking members of the Cathedral community as well as the wider public to
the Cathedral's daily offering of praise and prayer.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/WorcesterCathedral/

Mental health
The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help
you in this time of uncertainty. You can access them at: cofe.io/MentalHealth.
The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which
can be found at: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different
organisations and charities. https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/
coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#

